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While the access to primary health care services is recognized as an important fac-
tor, it is rather their utilization that is contributing to a better health status of the popu-
lation. Therefore Rwanda puts a lot of effort in the enhancement of the spatial and the 
financial access to health care services and its utilization. Only few studies have been 
dealing with the geographical access to health care in Rwanda. Until now the adminis-
trative boundaries of the sectors are considered as catchment areas of health centers 
but available data give the impression that not all patients follow this presetting.

 The present study was conducted with the scope to contribute to the discussion of 
analyzing access and utilization in the context of the geographies of health. The main 
objectives of this study have been to determine the actual catchment areas of health 
centers in Huye District (Southern Province, Rwanda) and to test different approaches 
for an improved estimation of catchment areas. To identify the actual catchment areas, 
utilization data of health centers was analyzed and used for the validation of the dif-
ferent approaches. The comparison of different methods used in the GIS will add to a 
better understanding of their application. Additionally the study hopes to contribute to 
the general health care improvement process in Rwanda.
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Editors’ Preface 

Medical Geography and Health Geography locate themselves at the inter-
disciplinary interface of medicine, public health and geography. Through 
crosscutting issues, they connect and combine human, physical and regional 
geographies in interdisciplinary ways. The Geographical Health Research 
Series offers an extensive and independent publication platform for a topic 
receiving increasing attention in modern research, teaching and practise in the 
German-speaking world. High-quality studies from all branches of Medical 
Geography and Health Geography are collated in this series. As well as disease 
ecology, this series will publish scientific papers dealing with space-related 
aspects of healthcare, health and development, salutogenesis and pathogenesis, 
spatial manifestations of social and cultural dimensions of health and disease, 
both in German and in English. All subjects in this series are bound by one 
specific characteristic: the geographical dimension in its widest sense, be that an 
Euclidean space or a meaningful place. 
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