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Preface

Dear Reader,

The organizers of the 2" Commercial Vehicle Technology Symposium in Kaisers-
lautern are very proud to present the corresponding proceedings. These proceed-
ings contain nearly all of the contributions to be presented during the two-day
and two-track event and we find they bring added value to those of you visiting
us.

The symposium takes place from 13th to 15th of March 2012 and is once again
organized by the Center of Commercial Vehicle Technology (ZNT), the Fraunhofer
Innovation Cluster Digital Engineering for Commercial Vehicles (DNT), and the
Commercial Vehicle Cluster (CVC), who are now joined into the Commercial
Vehicle Alliance Kaiserslautern (CVA).

In the recent years the University of Kaiserslautern and its associated research
institutes have become a major address in terms of research on commercial
vehicles. Several companies in the area of truck, agricultural, and construction
equipment industry work together with the ZNT at the university and/or the
Fraunhofer DNT on a long-term basis. The CVC as an institution administered
by the government of the state of Rheinland-Pfalz and some very important
companies of the CVT business does a great job in supporting the co-operation
between science and industry. The biggest success so far was the foundation of
the European Technology and Innovation Center (ETIC) by John Deere, the
main sponsor of the CVT 2012, in 2011 in Kaiserslautern bringing about 200
high level jobs to the economically suffering region.

The CVT 2012 again attracted great interest in the international scientific and
industrial community. A lot of very sophisticated contributions have been submit-
ted. After a careful review process carried out by international experts in this area,
about 50 papers were selected for oral presentation. Furthermore, posters will be
presented during the venue of this conference. The international interest shows in
the number of participants coming from eight different countries (Austria, Czech
Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, Sweden, Switzerland, and USA).

The conference itself will again last two days with a prepended third day planned
as a recruiting event to encourage contact between companies who are seeking
for good employees and students who look for an interesting and well paid job. In
parallel many companies of the CVT industry as well as hardware and software
consultants will advertise their products in the foyer in front of the entrances to
the symposium halls. The Rheinland-Pfalz secretary of science and education,
Ms. Doris Ahnen has announced her visit to the evening welcome event.



v Preface

The symposium itself will be organized into two parallel sessions where all pre-
sentations in German language will be simultaneously translated into English.
Each day will be started with a plenary session including the greetings of the
university’s president, the vice-president of Fraunhofer Gesellschaft, and the
Rheinland-Pfalz secretary of economics, Ms. Eveline Lemke. Keynote speeches
will be held by Dr. Erich Sax, of Evobus GmbH, Mannheim, and Professor Dr.-Ing.
Thomas Herlitzius of the University of Dresden representing industry and science,
respectively.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of those involved in organizing
CVT 2012. In particular we like to thank our platinum sponsor John Deere, the
gold sponsors Volvo CE, BPW Bergische Achsen and Liebherr, France as well as
the university board and the government of Rheinland-Pfalz for their kind support.

M;L'@_ M»'x-*/‘*——~

Professor Christian Schindler
Speaker of the Organizing Committee
Kaiserslautern, March 2012
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