
Shaker  Verlag
Aachen  2005

Berichte aus der Ethnologie

Hanna Kienzler

Gender and Communal Longevity among Hutterites

How Hutterite Women Establish,
Maintain, and Change Colony Life

.



Bibliographic information published by Die Deutsche Bibliothek
Die Deutsche Bibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche
Nationalbibliografie; detailed bibliographic data is available in the internet at
http://dnb.ddb.de.

Bei »Zugl.:« Uni ändern !  Es
wurde nicht angegeben, ob
»Diss« oder »Habil« bei
»Zugl.:« ! , ansonsten :   .

Copyright  Shaker  Verlag  2005
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission
of the publishers.

Printed in Germany.

ISBN 3-8322-3682-1
ISSN 1860-2975

Shaker  Verlag  GmbH  •  P.O. BOX 101818  •  D-52018  Aachen
Phone:  0049/2407/9596-0   •   Telefax:  0049/2407/9596-9
Internet: www.shaker.de   •   eMail: info@shaker.de



For my Hutterite friends who invited me to stay at their colonies, let me 
participate in their everyday life, answered my questions with patience, and 
helped me to feel at home. I thank you whole heartedly for your kindness and 
great support! 





1

Index

List of Figures          2 

1. Introduction 3

2. Communal Longevity: The Hutterite Case     7
2.1. The Hutterites – An Ethnographic Example for Long-Term Communal 

   Survival          7 
2.2. Brumann’s Concept of Assessing and Analyzing Communal Longevity  9 
2.3. Hutterite Longevity – The Influence of “Important Cultural Domains” 

   and “Unimportant Cultural Domains”      11  
2.3.1. “Important Cultural Domains”      12 
2.3.2.  “Unimportant Cultural Domains”     25 

2.4. Conclusion and Outlook      39

3. Gendered Places         42 
3.1. Definition and Relation of the Categories ‘Place’ and ‘Gender’   42 
3.2. Description and Analysis of Gendered Places on Three Different Levels  44 

3.2.1. Gendered Places on the ‘Microlevel’     45 
3.2.2. Gendered Places on the ‘Mesolevel’     50 
3.2.3. Gendered Places on the ‘Macrolevel’     56 

3.3. A ‘Model of Concentric Circles’       60 

4. Communal Longevity: How Hutterite Women Establish, Maintain,  
and Change Colony Life        64 

4.1. An Oral Historical Account on How Hutterite Women Influence Communal  
Living          64 

4.1.1. An Oral Historical Account on Growing up as a Hutterite Girl 65 
4.1.1.1. Analysing the Oral Historical Account on Growing up as a Hutterite 

 Girl on Three Levels of Gendered Places    71 
4.1.2. An Oral Historical Account on Responsibilities and Duties of  

Hutterite Women       86 
4.1.2.1.Analysing the Oral Historical Account on Responsibilities and

Duties of Hutterite Women on Three Levels of Gendered Places 95 
4.1.3. An Oral Historical Account on what it Means to be a Hutterite 

Woman         109 
4.1.3.1. Analysing the Oral Historical Account on what it Means to be 

 a Hutterite Woman on Three Levels of Gendered Places  114 

5. Summary and Conclusion       127 

Bibliography          134 



2

Appendix          I 
Table 1: Lifespans, Charismatic Leadership, and Branches of Forty-Three  
   Groups         II 
Table 2: Maximal Membership of Forty-Three Groups    III 
Table 3: Marital Arrangements and Categories signifying the Forty-Three  
              Groups’ Active Lifespan       IV 
Table 4: Lifespans and Religious Orientation of Forty Three Groups  V 

List of Figures 

Figures 

Figure 1: Model of Concentric Circles with regards to Feminist Theories 54

Figure 2: Hierarchical Structure       85

Figure 3: Model of Concentric Circle with regards to the Hutterite Case 112 


